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Assignment Objectives
Students will complete this assignment by writing an essay that responds to an assigned text. Students will use what they have read to support or illustrate their own position (agreement, disagreement, extension) rather than writing an essay focused on describing the work of another writer. Successful completion of this assignment will require students to (1) develop their own position, (2) express that position clearly and persuasively, and (3) demonstrate a connection—with quotation, paraphrase, or summary—between their position and that of the author(s) whose writing they are analyzing.
 
Rationale
Unlike the first essay, where you wrote an exposition of another’s ideas, here you will analyze the ideas of another author and then engage that author with some of your own ideas.
 
Assignment
Write a persuasive essay that presents your argument for your solution a problem in contemporary education. You may use one of the four thesis statements provided, or modify one of them to generate your own. Your essay may use personal experiences for support, but at least PART of support or elaboration in this essay must be drawn from one of the essays we have read on the subject of education.
 
Suggestion for Process
· Use the questions Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How to develop support for your thesis
· Outline your essay using the Classical Argument handout available in D2L
· Reread the essay you have chosen to support your thesis. Select material from it to incorporate into your essay. You may find you can use this material in your narration or confirmation; if you disagree with the article, you might cite it in your refutation.
·  
Rhetorical Situation

Use the Who, What, and Why questions to determine your audience and purpose. 

Do I need a work cited page?
Yes. You will be citing from at least one of the essays we have read and will need to list each essay that you quote from, paraphrase, or summarize in your work cited page. Make appropriate use of the full array of devices for MLA citation: attributive lead-in phrases, quotation marks, in-text parenthetical references, and a listing of every source on the work cited page. Please ask if you have any questions about citation and remember that all essays will go through the Turnitin Originality Check in the D2L (eLearning) Dropbox.


  
